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The Christmas The traditional advent season runs the four Sundays before Christmas. This
year, in order to spend more time with the story of Christmas, we are “adding a
little to” this special season.

holiday is more
than just a com-

mercialized, sec- , We engage in a

ularized event. It called The Christmas Experience. Our hope is that diving more deeply into the
. characters and the narrative of Jesus’ birth will remind us that Christmas is

is more than an much more than a holiday. It was a holy event!

old story from

long ago. We kick off our “stretched out advent” with a church-wide MOVIE NIGHT on

Christmas is an the evening of the 13"™. Bring friends and family to the Fellowship Hall for co-
. coa, popcorn, and a viewing of feature-length film

opportunity to

remember that Our Sunday morning sermons will explore scripture and give insights to the
what happened people who actually lived out The Christmas Experience years ago. We will
that changes see that God chose each individual in the Christmas story for a specific pur-

i pose.
everything now.

WE will also have WEDNESDAY EVENING TABLE TALKS - a chance for
anyone who wants to gather with others and explore the meaning of this
amazing story — on Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:00 in the fellowship hall. If you can’t attend mid-week, we will
also offer Sunday morning sessions with the Sunday School classes at 9:30 and 11:00.

Although our Advent is a little longer this year, we are providing numerous opportunities to prepare your
heart for Christ’s arrival. What happened then changes everything now. Let’s join together to grow closer to
Jesus as we embark on

Pastor John

November Sermons.

Nov. 6: Being Married, part 2: 1Y " L|
The Christmas Experience

Nov 13: # 0§ % "

Nov. 20: # 0§ %

Nov. 27: # § &




CHRISTMAS

EXPERIENCE

Movie Night

Begin the Advent season focused on Christ;
Sunday, November 13 at 6 p.m.!
Adults will meet in Fellowship hall and view The Christmas Experience
: Children will meet in 115 and watch Veggie Tales. :
: Enjoy popcorn and hot chocolate as you experience Christmas through this film. Prepare for Christmas as
: we await Christ’s birth and recall that Christmas is about more than wrapping paper and bows.
Kids can bring a blanket to sit on. This film accompanies our church-wide small group study.
Contact: Susan Ryder sryder@fcsalem.org with questions.

Church Wide Advent Study

§Salem will study Kyle Idleman’s ‘The Christmas Experience’ as a church-wide study beginning§
§November 16th! This 6 week Right Now Media study, will remind us “That the Christmas
: holiday is more than just a commercialized, secularized event ... But an opportunity to remember :
: that what happened changes everything now. It will discuss how God chose each individual in :
§the Christmas story for a specific purpose.” :

Here are the different opportunities being offered for this study:

Table Talk - If you are not already part of a small group that will be participating in thisg
study, join Table Talk on Wednesday evenings in FH at 6:30pm. This group will view the:
video together and then participate in discussion lead by Pastor John among those at your ta-:
ble. :

Sunday Mornings - If Wednesday’s don’t work for you, you can join any one of our Sun-g
day School class discussions at 9:30am or 11:00am.. :

Sunday Evenings - Karen Derrick will lead a Young Adult group study on Sunday evenings.
Time TBD. :

Salem is hosting a food drive, November 6-20 (first three Sundays) to benefit the Red Land Food
Bank. Donations may be placed in the lower level of the Welcome Center (near the church office
door). On average, the Red Land Food Bank serves between 125-150 families, or 335-420 people a
month. New families and many senior citizens are served each time. Your donations are positively

impacting your neighbors!

The Food Bank is in particular need of: pancake mix, syrup, cake/brownie mix, canned fruit, mac and
cheese boxes, rice, peanut butter, and canned tuna.




SALEM’S 4th ANNUAL COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER

Thursday, Nov. 24th
12:00pm
ALL are welcomel!
Join us to feast and fellowship on this great day of thankfulness!

Lots of Help is Needed!

If you feel you are being called to serve others this Thanksgiving, please consider vol-
unteering to help. Please pray about how you may be a blessing to others as we give
thanks for all God has provided for us! Below are the areas of need. Contact Bonnie
Moody to help (bonniemoody31@gmail.com or 645-6703).

Donate a Dessert Donate/Lend a Thanksgiving Centerpiece
Set up Wed., 11-23,6:00pm  Early Morning Turkey Crew (7am-9am)
Kitchen Help Greeters

Servers/Bussers Drivers

Clean up Crew Donate a Turkey (18-22 Ibs.)

Salem’s 4th annual Community Christmas Closet

:f. Saturday, December 3rd, 9am-12pm!!
-*- *- We need your donations!
. l*- -*'-l Toys (older kids/preschool, bikes)
,;* .* i‘; *. Kids Clothes (infant - teen, boys/girls), Kids Coats

Personal Items (liquid hand soap, lotions, toothbrush/toothpaste, body
wash)

Linens (towels, blankets, comforters, bedsheets labeled with size

Stocking Stuffers (coloring books, small new items for children

-""-.’r-. 1 s 3
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Salem is hosting for Family Promise the week of November 13-20! It takes a lot of volunteers shar-
ing their time, hospitality, and love of Christ, to have a successful week! Join in by making a meal,
transporting the families to and from the day center and Salem Church, staying the night, donating
food and paper products for the pantry, and/or fellowship with the families at dinner. Sign up is avail-
able at: www.volunteersignup.org/JAF4Y. Any questions, please connect with Laurie Murry at Imur-
ry@fcsalem.org.




Interested in Serving alongside your family?
Check out Families in the Field!

Save the date and watch the bulletin for more info
on these opportunities...

-

: November 6th - Cookies and Cards for Community Service Familie
: Members :

gDecember 4th - Help us spread holiday cheer to the community...
: Candy Canes and cart return! :

§AII meetings start at noon with a pot luck lunch and devotion before
: heading into the mission field. :

; Salem’s Giving Tree will be in the Welcome Center beginning,
! Sunday, November 27", Select a tag(s) from the tree, pur-
' chase the item, wrap it, secure the tag on the outside of the
i gift, and place the gift under the Salem tree. All gifts must be
i placed under the tree by December 11th so they can be dis-

. tributed to the families a few days before Christmas.

POINSETTIAS S8

HELP US DECK OUR HALLS
Salem will continue our tradition of decorating the Sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall with poinsettias.

The flowers are available in 6.5 pots with 5+ blooms of red, white, or mar-
bled. The flowers will be placed in the church for the Christmas Eve and
may be taken home anytime after the last service in each location
or after services on Christmas Day.

The cost is $8 for each plant.

Please make checks payable to FCSUMC with “Poinsettias” in the memo.
Place payment with the order form in Jeannie Pelen’s mailbox by Dec. 4th.
Order forms are available in the rack across from Pastor John’s office.




Blue Christmas Service of Hope

If you have experienced the loss of a loved one and are in need of comfort and
: strength this holiday season, please join us to commemorate your loved ones.
| - Guest Speakers
Michael Gingerich, M. Div

Thomas Kaden, M. Div
Co-founder & President of Someone to Tell It To

Special Music

Elizabeth Beshore, Harpist
John Fay, Organist

Event Details
Sunday, December 4, 2016 at 3:00 pm
at
Community United Methodist Church
1601 Bridge Street, New Cumberland
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IKeepmg our faith at the CENTER of our life can be a challenge. Every day distractions, stress and concerns,|

I and over committed schedules can easily de-rail us from keeping focused on God. |

How can I exercise my faith daily?

I
|

I What do others do?

[

; Is what I’m doing having an impact?

1 Watch for “Living My Faith” videos to be shared during worship services once or twice a month and learn -
; how others live their faith in practical and relevant ways every day. Faith is an ACTION word and is meant .
to be exercised daily in large and perhaps small gestures, words, and acts of kindness. Attend worship and !

- learn more! I
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SAEE SANCTUARIES

Providing a safe enveonmend for oflomen Lopouth as hey grosr in faiih
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Safe Sanctuaries, Upcoming Training and Clearance Information

Jesus said “Let the children come to me.” Through Safe Sanctuaries, an initiative of the Susquehanna
Conference, the children have a chance to learn about Jesus’ love in a safe environment. It is im-
portant that we ensure the safety of our children as well as the well-being of the church, so that they
may continue to fulfill the purpose of Christ’s church here on Earth.

If you are, or would like to be, a Certified Volunteer at Fishing Creek Salem United Methodist Church
you must take a Safe Sanctuaries training and certification assessment at least every three (3) years
and produce FBI, PA Child Abuse History, and PA Criminal Background Check clearances every sixty
(60) months. For more information on how to complete the clearances and take a Safe Sanctuaries
training, see the Safe Sanctuaries bulletin board outside of the church office or contact Nicole Wolf at
nicolemarie405@comcast.net.

A Safe Sanctuaries training will be offered by the Susquehanna Conference at Salem in Room 115

on Saturday, November 19th from 9:00-11:30 AM. For other dates, please see the Safe Sanctuaries
bulletin board outside of the church office. Assistance with taking the online Safe Sanctuaries training,
as well as completing clearances, will be available Sunday, November 20thfrom 9:30-11:00 AM in
Room 215 at Salem. Please RSVP with your intent to attend either of these trainings to Nicole Wolf
at nicolemarie405@comcast.net.

| encourage you to take the time to complete the clearances and training. By doing so, you are helping
to support the children and youth ministries of Salem Church.

Have you been missing items from your kitchen at home? If you
can’t find your favorite dish or casserole, it may be on the counter
inside the main kitchen. Please stop by and take home what is
yours. ANYTHING left will be donated to the Christmas Closet.
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SALEM’S COMMUNITY GARDEN REPORT

It has been a great growing season for the FCSUMC Community Giving Garden!
There were 8 households who planted, maintained and harvested from the

E garden. In these households, there were 15 adults and 12 youth/children; six
— !/'] families who attend FCSUMC and two from the community.
> |
" We did not keep records on quantity, but the variety growing was obvious-
[ tomatoes, beans, annual flowers, pumpkins, squash, peppers, corn, watermelon and

Al more. Some of the members were even able to donate extra produce to the Plant-
An-Extra-Row ministry!

The gardeners planted without worry of deer and other garden pests thanks to the
fence that was installed by Tyson Fence Company and funded by a donation from the Salem Players. The gar-
dens soil was good for growing thanks to years of preparation by Boy Scout Troop 198. Thanks to all who
gave this new ministry such a great start!

The season is coming to an end now. We will be cleaning up the garden and preparing the area for the winter.
But even as we do this work, we will be thinking about the warmer days to come and assigning plots. If you are
interested, each person will be offered a plot (180 square feet or larger) at no charge for growing annual crops
for their family. Space will be limited, plots will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. To reserve your
plot (respond by February 5, 2017) or for more details contact Joan Dean, Joanerindean@gmail.com.
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I Save the Date! |
i The Easter Egg Project will begin on January 30th,
and run on Mondays and Wednesdays thereafter through April 5Sth. I

Please consider joining this fun-loving group, whose profits benefit the
church, and whose products benefit us all!! |

WANT TD GO ON A BMISSHON TRIP THIS YEAR,
BUT WORRIED ABOUT THE COSTSY

CONSIDER ASKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS AS A

CHRISTMAS GIFT
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p= : Please put the tape in the bin marked “Mission Central Item of the Month” located at the end of the :
[ 1 hall outside Nursery School rooms (rooms 112-114). :
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TRUE BEAUTY *~ Find your true identity in Jesus
Women's Retreat

November 11 &12 g
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The Salem Seniors will be meeting
on Thursday, November 17th at 1pm
at Cheddar’s Restaurant on Rt. 30 in York
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bk to make your reservations by November 12th.

Salem Seniors
Lunch ALL seniors are invited to join us for a wonderful afternoon

of fun and fellowship.

The United Methodist Women
will meet on
Thursday, November 10th at 7pm
in Room 115.

The program for the evening will be United .
“The World Thank Offering Service”. Methodist
Come and join us and learn what this supports. Wormen
FaLTH - HLIPE - LOWE I s TR
As always all women of the Church and
Community are welcome.

THE WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP

.
L]
L]
« The Woman'’s Book Group is about to start a new year. It was originally started by Susan

+ Schell and is open to women 18 years or older. We meet on the Third Thursday of each
« month at 7 PM. For more information contact Marsha Uber (938-3108 or uber2495@epix.net.)

The Book for this month is:

November - Boys in the Field: A Championship Journey from Red Land to Williamsport
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Dinner Theater, 2016 Thank You!

M I)*+ ) % (™ ) #+hH) h " KO 8 %
*$$ 2U(C J iz #)&YT # 41 %Y "3) + K$) <
7* A b o 2UC % # %" ; 3" O g h 1 1
D+ %1% ) I ;i #))& DA 5)) P* + * o+ Kk
- * +,5NO 3;/2Q % *$ E) ) - ) "
3) + K) > = + 2

)b D*+ )k (1 #) 1 ¥Vh )*hG ) ¥),)* <
TML )k ),M*t) (%) + (H1 +#§ 1+
+ 4+ +: h++) %+ +( 7 + + 2?2 ++h O 8 W 2
M ( b, *0

)b R )E Sk +$ X )++ + *# #)+*$ +

7 + )+ CH; b H)W H# # O H# SIS+ +# ) 4+
D%+ K),)*F Kt $ 29 o+ k) *$ox )y x oML T

8 )*# (0

V8B B)+ +) b D) x4+ & + 1% 1)"X Psalm 126:3
8 3)+*% 8

/ 3 M +"Z %A H* N< QI +Py"z

Thank you for the many Delicious, Delightful, and Devine Desserts

we have counted on Salem’s Members’ generosity in donating,
desserts for the Dlnner Theater to help make our fundiaisers o

suecess, and you have never Let us down!

This year was another suceess, and it's all because of You!!

we were able to Reep costs dowwn and proﬁts up {or Fam% Promlse

ond Salem’s own ongoing Ministries.

“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you every-
thing Yow need.” Luke 12:31, TLE

Jo-Ann Howard
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P RAYER C HATIN

Please keep in your prayers these people who have had prayer concerns in the last month:
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Do you have a prayer concern? Please call the Prayer Chain Coordinator, Fay Brown at 938-1190 or call
Salem's Church Office at 938-1928 or email at www.office@fcsalem.org.
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